I’m Born Again, Now What??
Congratulations friend, you have made the most important decision of your entire life.  You have crossed from death to life, and heaven literally rejoiced with your decision (Luke 15:7). 2 Corinthians 5:17 states that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.  It is so remarkable to even begin to consider this priceless gift from Jesus.
	So now what?  Is that it?  Well, that’s a loaded question in that yes you will go to heaven if you die right now - you are saved, you are free in Christ.  In Luke 23:43, one of two criminals that were crucified next to Jesus repented and believed in Jesus in his last moments of life. Jesus declared to him that “today” he would be with Him in paradise.  Jesus didn’t say “I’m sorry it’s too late for you” or “you have to earn it.”  Heaven is God’s and He gives it to those that repent and believe in Him, regardless of how late in life they come to know Him (Matthew 20:1-16).  This not a “live how I want and wait until your death bed to repent” challenge, however (Romans 6:1-4). 
	The word “belief” implies a life change.  Do we believe in gravity? Yes, and thus our lives are affected daily by this belief and truth.  When you became born again through Christ you entered a relationship with Christ, plain and simply.  You may have heard “it’s not religion, it’s a relationship,” but it’s even more than that.  Jesus refers to us as friends when we choose to follow Him (John 15:14). He also refers to our relationship, comparatively, as a marriage (Revelation 19:7).  This means that this new relationship with Christ needs to be treated as a holy marriage.  A marriage often starts with self-seeking (we wanted heaven, we needed freedom), but it then must turn away from self-seeking and focus into serving (Matthew 11:29-30).  Please take time to read the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-23, noting that all of us end up becoming one of these 4 categories.  This is so important to understand.  It makes sense though right?  In a marriage, when someone says “I do,” during the vows, they are married at that point.  If they show no signs of being married after, that person did not honor their commitment. Perfection is not possible because we are human, but we must give it all we have.  So how do we pursue a great relationship with the Lord?
A good outline to follow is:
1. Be Baptized
a. This is the physical element of your decision to follow Jesus.  Despite recent movements to downplay baptism, this holy act represents your death to sin and resurrection to life that is made possible by what Jesus did.  Jesus, who was perfect, was baptized, and we should be also.  It is a holy act between you and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20, John 3, Matthew 3:15, Acts 2:38).  
2. Read your Bible often
a. The Bible, cover to cover, is the inerrant word of God.  This will help you understand the true nature of God and you will grow closer to Him.  The more you read, the more you’ll learn.  It’s good to have a study Bible, and always make sure that your translation version is close to KJV or NKJV translations, because the Bible warns that people will try to change the content of scripture from its original truth (Revelation 22:18-19). 
3. Pray often (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
a. Remember… it’s a relationship with Jesus.  What kind of marriage would we have if we never spoke to one another?  Jesus wants to hear from you, walk with you and He will answer you.  This, paired with regularly reading the Bible, is going to help you grow closer.  
4. Find and attend a Bible-believing Church 
a. Not all churches are “good churches” (1 Timothy 4:1-2, Revelation 1-3).  Sometimes it takes a while to “find a home” when looking for a church.  Don’t be disheartened! Find a church that teaches and believes the Bible, cover to cover, and helps you grow.  This is so important.  
5. Produce fruit
a. God tells us that we must bear fruit.  When we are reading our Bibles, praying, and being taught in church, we will see our lives changed by implementing what we learn (Galatians 5:22-23), and we will desire to bring this good news to others out of a genuine love for Jesus and for people (Matthew 22:36-39).  The world needs hope, and we must share this hope (1 Peter 3:15).  You, through Christ, can change the world.
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