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Finding a Biblically Sound Church
7 Questions to Ask Leadership/Research When Searching for a Church

1. Who do you believe Jesus Christ is? Listen for: The Son of God (Jesus is fully God and fully man, eternally existing, born of a virgin — not merely "a good teacher" or "a prophet.") Reference: John 1:1, John 14; Colossians 2:9
2. Do you believe the Bible is the inspired, complete, and inerrant Word of God — the final authority for what we believe and how we live? Listen for: Scripture as fully true and authoritative, not just "one guide among many" or subject to culture. Reference: 2 Timothy 3:16–17, 2 Timothy 4:3-4, Revelation 22:18-19
3. How does a person get to heaven? Listen for: Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone — not earned by good works, rituals, or church membership.  Works are critical evidence (fruit) of our faith, but not the means to our salvation. Reference: Ephesians 2:8–10, James 2:18-19
4. Is Jesus the only way to God, or one of several valid paths? Listen for: A clear, unapologetic affirmation that Jesus is the only way — not "a" way among many. Reference: John 14:6; Acts 4:12, Matthew 22:1-14
5. What actually happened on the cross, and why does it matter? Listen for: Jesus died as a substitute for sinners, bearing God's judgment, and rose bodily from the dead — the resurrection is essential and real, not optional or symbolic. Reference: 1 Corinthians 15:3–4
6. Do you believe in the Trinity — one God eternally existing as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Listen for: Yes and hopefully an explanation of God's triune nature (it’s hard to understand sometimes, even for leadership, so go easy here), watch out for a denial or vague reworking of it. Reference: Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14
7. What does this church want to see in someone after they first trust Christ — repentance, baptism, and ongoing growth? Listen for: A call to turn from sin, be baptized, and grow through Scripture, prayer, and community — not a "pray a prayer and nothing changes" mentality.  A prayer often begins our relationship with Jesus and indeed salvation is gained at that very moment, but now it’s time to have a relationship with Him and bear fruit.  Reference: Acts 2:38; Romans 12:2, Romans 10:9-10, Luke 23:39-43, Matthew 13

A word of encouragement: no church or pastor will have this perfectly polished, and that's okay — you're not looking for perfection. You're listening for whether the core truths above are affirmed clearly and without hedging. If a leader dodges, softens, or contradicts these on the essentials, that's a red flag worth taking seriously. We want truth while avoiding discord (John 8:31-32, 1 Corinthians 1:10, Proverbs 6:19)
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